We have not in some of them precise information as to the length of time that had elapsed from the discharge of the portion of bowel, but in all, with one exception, (case 17,) the interval had been long enough to establish the fact of the injury which the intestinal canal had sustained being at least temporarily repaired. Iu the second series, consisting of four cases, death had occurred previously to their publication, but unfortunately no dissection had been made. In the third series, which comprises fifteen cases, death had also occurred, but in thesevan examination / of the state of the parts within the abdomen had taken place.
It is not necessary at the present day to enter into any explanation as to the manner in which the continuity of the intestinal canal is preserved, at the same time that a portion of its parietes,of their entire thickness, is discharged. Everyone is now aware that to the accomplishment of these ends, three circumstances are essential; 1st, The invagination of a portion of intestine ; 2<i, The detachment, by disjunctive absorption, of the invaginated from the containing portion of intestine; and, 3d, Simultaneously with this disjunctive absorption, the effusion of coagulable lymph round the edges of living intestine from which the separation of the portion about to be discharged is On examining the body after death, it was found that the discharged portion of the bowel had been separated from the ileum, the extremity of which had united with the ccecum.
After this detail of individual cases, I shall now endeavour to state shortly some of the more general conclusions which seem deducible from them.
